
RCA VICTOR SPECIAL MODEL RECORD PLAYERS M & K 
 

OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1.  Make sure the main on/off/volume control on the left side of the 
machine is off. 
 

 
 
2.  Install the battery, or batteries, depending on your model, and 
connect the battery wiring harness and connector(s) to the battery 
power supply.  Check photos for your type of battery. 
 

 
Single AB Battery with 4-pin Connector 



 
45 volt x 2 B batteries + 1.5 volt A Battery, 3 connectors 

 
3.  Close the motorboard and snug down ALL the retaining screws so 
that the motorboard is flat.  If the motorboard is not flat, the platter 
may scrape against the brake or speed control levers as it rotates.   
 
4.  Make sure the brake is set so that platter does not turn. 
 

 
 
5.  Your machine may be shipped from Edsantiqueradios.com with a 
new sapphire needle installed.  This needle is good for about 80 - 100 
hours of play. 
 
When using steel needles in the cartridge, use a new needle for each 
record.  Steel needles are only good for playing one record (both 
sides).  



 
 

 
 
5.  Screw the winding crank clockwise on to the motor arbor, and 
wind the motor gently.  Resistance will increase as the springs are 
wound.  Wind until the crank stops.  Do not force.  This may be 60 to 
100 turns, depending on your motor.  This is usually sufficient to play 
both sides of a 78 rpm record. 
 
6.  Turn on the main power switch and set the volume about halfway. 
 
7.  Place a record on the platter.  Only shellac 78s should be played 
on your machine.  Vinyl 78 records must be played on modern 
equipment. 
 
8.  Push the brake lever to the right to start the motor, which also 
turns on the amplifier tube filament circuit.  It should only take a 
second or two for the amplifier to warm up.  
 



 
Lift the tone arm and carefully set it down on the record's lead-in 
groove. 

 
9.  If the speed is too fast or slow, adjust turntable speed. 
 

 
 
10.  Adjust the volume as needed. 
 
11.  At the end of the record, push the button on the right side of the 
machine to set the brake.  Return the tone arm to its perch.  Repeat 
steps 7 - 10 to play the other side or another record. 
 
12.  When done using the machine, turn off main power and 
always let the motor run down.  Do not store machine with the 
motor wound up.  Remove batteries from the battery box when 
storing player for long periods of time.  All batteries will leak. 
 


